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C POXLOECTBOM XPUCTOBbLIM!

Father James, Father Mawtin, and the Parishy Council extend to-all
members and friends of our parishv greetings and best wishes on the feast
of the Nativity of owr Lord, God and Sawviowr Jesus Chwist. May He richly

bless yow invthis festive season and in the yeow to- come/!

NATIVITY EPISTLE OF HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN HILARION OF EASTERN AMERICA AND NEW
YORK, FIRST HIERARCH OF THE RUSSIAN CHURCH OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA

Most Reverend fellow archpastors, most honourable fathers, brothers and sisters!

With profoundly heartfelt spiritual joy | greet all the faithful children of the Russian Church Abroad, spread all
over the world like kernels of God's wheat, with the great and salutary Feast of Christ’s Nativity! May the Lord
send all of us this joy which saves the world. This gladness is the fruit of the struggle of faith, and stems from
the triumph of the Incarnation, from God becoming man, from hearing the celestial doxology from the
heavens above the city of Bethlehem.

During the celebratory days which follow the Feast we especially feel God's love for us, sinners. For though
mankind turned away from its Maker, the Creator became a creature; Almighty God came down from the
heavens and became one of us. He is born a helpless Infant in a humble cave where livestock is herded in bad
weather. God becomes man to arrange for a mystical encounter, to destroy the barrier between Heaven and
earth which was wrought by man’s sin. This encounter must take place within our innermost selves and in our
relationships with those in whom the image of God is reflected—our neighbours.

During these holy and joyful days each parish church becomes Bethlehem and the heart of every man
becomes the cave. All over the world, God's people fill our churches. But what takes place in the cave of the
heart of each one of us when Christ and His Holy Family come knocking? Does our heart open? Does it receive
the Lord and what does the Lord find inside? Let us contemplate this, dear fathers in Christ, brothers and
sisters. Let us remember the words of Abba Makarios recorded in the book “Sayings Worth Remembering.”

Once, travelling across Egypt with a group of his brethren, Abba Makarios heard the words of a boy directed to
his mother: ‘Dear Mother, a certain rich man loves me, but | hate him. Another man, a pauper, hates me, but /
love him.” On hearing these words, Abba Makarios was surprised. The brethren asked him: ‘What do these
words mean, and why have they amazed you so, father?’ The elder answered them: ‘In truth, the Lord is
wealthy and loves us, yet we do not want to obey Him. However, our enemy, the devil is poor and hates us: yet
we love his impurity.’

So, let us open wide our hearts and welcome the Son of God who has come to earth. Let us add our voice to
the doxology of the angels and worship Him with the magi. Let us rejoice in His love and mercy for us. Let each
one of us, according to our meagre strength, respond with love to His love. Let us find fulfilment in
communion with Him. And let each of us exemplify a virtuous Christian life, thereby supporting our neighbour
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and showing him our heartfelt disposition. God is with us with His grace and love for mankind always, now and
ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

With love in Christ Who is born and a request for prayers,
t Hilarion,

Metropolitan of New York & Eastern America,
First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia

MpeocBsLLeHHble coObpaTbsi-apxmMnacTbipy, BCEYECTHbIE OTLbI, BpaThs U cecTpbi!

C uyBcTBOM rNy0bOKOM OYXOBHOW pagocTy MPUMBETCTBYK BepHbIX Yag Pycckon 3apybexHon Llepkeu u Bcex
PYCCKMX NPaBOCMaBHbIX BEPYHOLUUX, PacCesHHbIX, Kak Boxus nweHuuya, no BCEMY MUPY, C BEMUKUM WU
MupocnacuTenbHbIM npasgHukom Poxaectea Xpuctosa! [la nownet Bcem Ham [ocnoab 3Ty cnacaroLyo Mup
pagocTb. VI nogsur Bepbl, M nnog ee JofmkeH ObiTb 3TOWM pagocTbio, OT TopecTBa BborosonnolwieHns wm
BOYENOBEYEHUs, OT ChblWaHnsg HebGecHOro CrnaBOCMOBUS M HE3eMHOro Mupa, BOCMETOro Hag rpagom
Budneemcknm.

B AHM pOXXOeCTBEHCKNX CBATOK 0COBEHHO YyBCTBYeTCS N060Bb BoXunsa K HaM, rpelHbiM, 6o HECMOTPS Ha To,
4YTO YenoBeYeCTBO OTBEPHYNOCH OT cBoero Cosaatens, TBopeL ctan TBapbto, Bcemorywmii bor cowen ¢ HeGec
N cTan OAHMM U3 Hac, poauBLUIMCL GecnomMoLHbIM MIiageHuem B yborow newiepe, Kyga 3aroHANM CKOT B
nnoxyt norogy. bor craHOBUTCSA YenoBekoM paam TOro, YToObl COBEpLUMNACh TaMHCTBEHHAsA BCTpeYa Mexay
HuM 1 Hamun, 4ToBbl paspywntb nperpagy mexay Hebom n 3emneto, BO3OABUIHYTYHO YENTOBEYECKMM TPEXOM.
BcTtpeya ata gormkHa NponCcxXoauTb B HaLEW BHYTPEHHEN XXMU3HU 1 BO B3aMMOOTHOLLEHUAX ¢ 06pa3omM Boxumm,
OoTpaXkarLWMMCS B HALLMX ONXKHNX.

B aTn cBATble M pagoCTHbIE AHM Kaxaasi NpUXOAcKas LepkoBb cTaHoBuTcs Budneemom, a kaxgoe cepgue
yernoseyeckoe — BepTenom. Hawm xpambl N0 BCeMy MUPY HanomHAKTCA HAapoaoM boxuum. A 4To npoucxoguT
B BepTene cepgua Kaxgoro u3 Hac, kyga ctydmT Xpuctoc co CeatbiM Cemencteom? OTKpbIBaeTcs nNu Hawe
cepaue? lMpuHnmaeT nn oHo locnoga u YTo HaxoguT B Hem [ocnogb? 3agymaemcss Hag 9TUM, JOporve o
locnoge oTubl, GpaTbst U CecTpbl, U BCMNOMHUM cnoBa aBBbl Makapuna n3 “[ocTonamMsiTHbIX CKasaHun"
“O0Hax0blI, npoxods ¢ bpamusmu yepe3 Eaunem, assa Makapuli ycribiwarn cri08a ompoka, Komophbil 2080pusl
ceoeli mamepu. Mamywka! OOuH 6o2a4 nobum MeHs, a 1 HeHasuXy e20, a makol-mo 6e0HbIl HeHasudum
MeHs, a g b e2o. Yenbiwas amo, asea Makapul yousursicsi. bBpamus cripocunu: 4mo 3Hadam 3mu croea,
4Ymo mbl, omeuy, umM yoususics? Cmapey omeedasn um. deticmeumesibHo, [ocrnods Haw 6oezam u mobum Hac, a
Mbl He xomum Eeo criywams, a epaz Haw, 0bs160s1, 6edeH u HeHagudum Hac, a Mbl J1l06UM €20 CK8EPHbI .

WNTak, WKnpoKko packpoeM cBoOM ceppaua, npumem npuwewero Ha 3emnio CbiHa Boxus, npyucoeamHumcs K
CaBOCIOBUIO aHrenoB, MOKNoHuMcss Emy ¢ BonxeBamu, Bo3pagyemcsi o Ero nw6GBM M MUMIOCTM K Hawm,
noctapaemMmcsi B Mepy CBOMX CKyAHbIX CUI OTBETUTb NtoboBbi0 Ha Ero no6oBb M HacnaguTbes obLieHneM ¢
Hum, ykpenuB Hawero 6nukHero Ao6pbiM MPUMEPOM XPUCTUAHCKOM XM3HWM U CEpPAeYHbIM K Hemy
pacnonoXeHnem.

C Hamu Bor Ceoeto GnarogaTblo 1 YenoBekoniobrem Bceraa, HbIHe U MPUCHO, Y BO BEKU BEKOB. AMUHb)!
C no6oBsbio 0 Xpucte PogumsLuemcst 1 npocb60oil 0 MONUTBaX,

+ UJIAPUOH,

Mumpononum BocmouHo -AmepukaHckull u Hbto -Mopkekutl,
lMepesouepapx Pycckol 3apybexHou Liepksu.

Poxdecmeo Xpucmoeo 2011/2012 a.
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PATRIARCH KIRILL'S NATIVITY EPISTLE
Your Eminences the Archpastors, Honourable Fathers, God-Loving Monks and Nuns, Dear Brothers and Sisters!

On this radiant and joyful feast of the Nativity in the flesh of our Lord and God and Savoir Jesus Christ, |
cordially greet you all, my dear ones. On this light-bearing night together we prayerfully echo the doxology of
the angels, proclaiming “great joy to all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour” (Luke
2:10-11).

Humanity, which rejected God in the Fall, discovers anew the chance to be united with its Creator and Provider.
The coming of the Son of God into the world is his voluntary self-abnegation, ready to descend to a tortuous
and shameful “death — even death on the cross” (Philippians 2:8). God is born in the flesh so that He may
manifest His love to people and help every person willing to listen to His call to find the fullness of life.

That is why today's feast grants to us the immutable hope of help from above in the most complex situations
of our life. God, Who has not abandoned His creation and has revealed to it the way to eternity, is revealed to
us in the Infant Christ, a defenceless Child in need of care and love.

All of us must retain in our hearts this Biblical image. In recalling the Divine Infant lying in a manger, we
acquire a firm faith and indestructible hope in Divine Providence leading to the good of every human person.
And even if in our life no support remains, if all seems to be unsure and unreliable, we are to realize clearly
that the Lord can transform through His gracious power the pain, suffering and poverty of our world into
happiness, joy and an abundance of spiritual gifts.

On the feast of the coming of the Savoir the mental gaze of the faithful is turned towards the cradle of
Christianity, the Holy Land, which was deemed worthy to be the place of the birth, abode and earthly ministry
of the Lord. Today, Christ's followers in the countries where the events of sacred history took place are
experiencing difficult trials, encountering new threats to the existence of centuries-old spiritual traditions.
During these radiant days of the Nativity, let us offer up ardent prayers for our brothers in the faith, the
guardians of precious holy sites, the heirs of the tradition of ancient Christianity.

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26). These words of the Apostle concern
not only the members of a single parish, a single church community. Indeed, they embrace all of the children
of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, the Orthodox Church spread throughout the world. Her unity
abides not only in a single patristic faith and communion in the sacraments but also in the sharing of
hardships together, in sacrificial ministry towards each other, in mutual prayer. The past year has been difficult
in the life of many countries and nations, including those who live in the expanse of historical Russia: many
tragic events and cataclysms have proved to be a trial of our faith and steadfastness.

However, today the worst tribulations occur not in the material but in the spiritual realm. The dangers which
abide on the physical plane have a negative impact on our physical well-being and comfort.

And while making the material aspect of life more complex, they nevertheless cannot do essential harm to the
life of the spirit. Yet it is precisely the spiritual dimension which sheds light on the most important and grave
challenge to our view of the modern world. This challenge is aimed at the destruction of the sense of morality
embedded in our souls by God. Today we are told that the human person is the measure — and sole measure —
of truth, that each individual has his own truth and that each individual decides for himself what is good and
what is evil. The divine truth, and this means the distinction between good and evil that is founded on this
Truth, is being substituted by a moral indifference and permissiveness which destroys people’s souls and
denies them eternal life. If natural disasters and wars ruin the external structure of life, then moral relativism
corrodes one's conscience, making us spiritual invalids, distorts the divine laws of being and breaks the
connection between creation and Creator.

We are to resist this danger in the first instance by calling to our help the Most-Pure Virgin and the host of
God's saints so that through their intercession before the Throne of the “Sovereign Lord, Holy and True”
(Revelations 6:10), now venerated in the image of the newborn Infant, they may beseech for us the strength to
combat sin and fight “against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). It is important to learn how to recognize the deceits and illusions of
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earthly well-being in our destructive addictions, in our greedy strivings, in the temptations of advertisements,
in the entertainment industry and political propaganda. It is important at all times to listen to the voice of our
conscience warning us of the danger of sin, to be able to make our actions fit the commandments of the
Gospel.

Now, as always, each Christian is called upon to assert through his everyday actions the dignity of a righteous
way of life, to consciously resist moral relativism and the cult of getting rich quickly. We are surrounded by a
great number of infirm, sick and lonely people. There are also many who out of economic necessity have left
their homes in search of a wage and need our care, often finding themselves in a hostile environment. Every
pastor and layman is to participate in the social, missionary and public life of the Church. As St Innocent of
Chersonese says: "“It is only in the light of Christ that we can see God, see ourselves and see the world in its
true aspect; it is only through the guidance of heavenly Revelation that we can find the path leading to life
eternal”

With those who hope for the consolation of Christ we are to share warmly the joy of today’s feast. Each of us
can bring the light of the star of Bethlehem to those close to us and far from us — to our colleagues, friends,
relatives and neighbours.

In the past year, working with the state authorities, public organizations and the representatives of the business
community, many initiatives have been undertaken that can unite people and revive the strong spiritual and
moral foundations of public life.

The development of this co-operation, as well as witness to the precious unity of our Church, was aided by my
trips throughout Russia, Ukraine and Moldova. These visits enriched my experience of prayer and communion
with the faithful and, | hope, helped to strengthen our spiritual ties. In divine worship attended by a huge
number of people, the strength of faith and prayer which is the beauty of Orthodoxy, the beauty and power of
“the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3), manifested itself in a special way.

In congratulating all of you on the Nativity of Christ and the New Year, | prayerfully wish that you abide
unfailingly in the joy of the Lord who was incarnate so that “we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life” (Titus 3:7). “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). Amen.

+ KIRILL

PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA The Nativity of Christ
Moscow

2011/2012

MpeocBALWEHHbIE apXxunacTbipy, BCEYECTHble OTubl, GorontobuBble WMHOKM M WHOKUHW, Aoporve Opatbs wu
cecTpbl!

B cBeTnbIn 1 UICNOMHEHHbIV pagocTh Npa3gHuk PoxaecTtsa no nnotu Mocnoga n bora n Cnaca Hawero Uncyca
XpucTta cepaedHo NMpUBETCTBYIO BCEX Bac, Joporne mou. B aTy cBeTo3apHyt0 HOYb Mbl BMECTE MOSIUTBEHHO
BTOPWM aHrenbCKOMY CraBOCITOBUIO, BO3BELLAOWEMY «8E/1UKYI0 padocmb, Komopasi bydem ecem 1r00sim. ubo
HbIHe podurics 8 2opode [Jasudosom Crniacumens» (JIk. 2:10-11).

Yenose4vecTBo, oTBeprilee bora B rpexonageHny, BHOBb 06peTaeT BO3MOXHOCTb €AMHCTBA CO CBOMM TBOPLOM
n Mpombicniutenem. BxoxaeHne CboiHa boxunsa B mup ecTb Ero gobposonbHoe ymaneHne cebs 0O rOTOBHOCTU
CHU30WTM OO0 MY4YMTENBHOW MO30PHOW «CMepmu, U cMepmu KpecmHol» (Pnn. 2:8). bor poxgaeTcs BO NnoTy,
ana Toro 4ytobbl ABMTb CBOO NOGOBL NIOAAM M NOMOYb OOpPECTVM MNOMHOTY ObITUSE BCAKOMY YEroBeEKy,
Xenatowlemy ycnblwate Ero npusbis.

VIMEHHO NO3TOMY HbIHELUHUW NpPasgHWK dapyeT Ham HenpernoXHoe yrnoBaHWe Ha MOMOLLb CBbIlle B CaMbIX
CNOXHbIX 00CTOATENbLCTBaX Hawen XnsHu. bor, He octasmBLLM CBOEro TBOPEHMS M OTKPLIBLUMIK €My MyTb K
BEYHOCTM, siBNeH HaMm Bo MnageHue Xpucte, 6e33amTHOM pebeHke, HyXaatoLemMcs BO BHUMaHMM 1 3aborTe.
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Bcem Ham Heobxoammo XpaHUTb B CBOEM cepgue 9ToT bubnenckuin obpas. BcnomuHas nexawlero B sicnsx
BoromnageHua, Mbl o6peTaem TBEPAYIO BEPY U HEpyLUMMYIO Hagexay Ha lNMpombicn Boxun, Begywmi ko 6nary
BCAKOrO 4ernoseka. W pgaxe ecnn B XWM3HM HaWeWh He OCTaeTca Onopbl, BCE KaXeTcA HeTBepabiM U
HEeHaAeXHbIM, Mbl AOMKHbI ICHO OCO3HaBaTb, YTO ocnoab cnocobeH npeobpa3nTe Ceoer BnarogaTHOM CUNon
6onb, CTpagaHune 1 HULLETY Hallero Mmpa B 6naxeHCTBO, pagocTb M M306unmne AyxoBHbIX 4apOB.

B npasgHuk npuwectBus Cnacutens MbICreHHble B30pbl BEPHbIX obpallatoTcsa K Komnbioenn XpucTuaHcTea,
Cesaton 3emne, ygoctomBllencst ObiTb MECTOM pOXAeHMs, obutaHnss n 3emHoro crny>keHusa locnoga. HeiHe
nocnegosatenu Xpucrta B CTpaHax, rge npovcxogmnu cobbitus CBALWEHHOW MCTOPUKN, NEPEXMBAIOT HENerkue
UCMNbITAHUS, CTankuMBalTCA C HOBbIMW Yrpo3amMu CyLIECTBOBAHWIO MHOFOBEKOBOW [OYXOBHOW Tpaguuumn.
BosHecem B cBeTnble aHM PoxpgecTBa ycepaHble MOMUTBbI O HawMxX cobpaTbsX MO Bepe, XpaHUTensax
OeCUEeHHbIX CBATbIHb, HAcNeAHNKax NepBOXPUCTMAHCKOrO NpeaaHust.

Ecnu cmpadaem o0uH 4rieH, mo ¢ HumM cmpadarom ace u4neHb! (cM. 1 Kop. 12:26). OTu crnoea anocTtona
OTHOCSITCS HE TONbKO K YfleHaM OA4HOro npuxoda, OAHOM LEepKOBHOM OOLWMHBI. OHW, KOHEYHO XXe, OXBaTbiBaloT
Bcex Yag EguHon Ceaton, CobopHon n Anoctonbckon Llepksu, Llepkeu MNpaBocnaBHon, pacnpocTpaHeHHON
no scemy mupy. Ee eanHCTBO — He TOMbKO B €OuHON CBATOOTEYECKOM Bepe U obeHMn B TanHCcTBax, HO 1 B
conepexnBaHun TPYLHOCTAM, B XXEPTBEHHOM CIY)XeHUM ApYr ApYry, BO B3AUMHOW MONUTBE.

MUHYBLIMIA rog Obin HENPOCTbIM B XXM3HW MHOMMX CTPaH M HapOZOB, B TOM YWUCe TeX, YTO MPOXMBAKT Ha
NPOCTPaHCTBE WCTOpMYecKon Pycu: Hemano TparMyeckux MNPOUCLLECTBUA W  KaTakM3MOB MOCHYXUIN
UCMbITAHWEM HalleW Bepbl U CTOMKOCTM.

OpHako cerogHsi rmaBHble WCMbITAHUS CBEPLUAOTCS He B MaTepuanbHOW, a B AyxoBHOM obnactu. Tc
OMacHOCTK, KOTOpble NnexaT B (hM3N4ECKOM MIOCKOCTW, HAHOCAT YPOH TenecHomy 6narononyymio n KoMmgopTy.
OcnoxHss matepuarnbHy0 CTOPOHY XW3HW, OHU BMECTe C TEM He CMOCOOHbI HAHECTU CyLLEeCTBEHHbIN Bpen
XU3HM OyXOBHOW. HO WMMEHHO [yXOBHOE WU3MepeHue OoOHapyXMBaeT BaXHEWWMA W Cepbe3HenLni
MUPOBO33PEHYECKNA BbI3OB HALIEro BpeMEHW. JTOT BbI30B HaMpaBfieH Ha YHUYTOXEHWE HPaBCTBEHHOIO
4YyBCTBa, 3anoXeHHoro B Hawewn gywe borom. CerogHsa yenoseka nbitaoTca yoeamTb B TOM, YTO OH U TOMbKO
OH MEepuNo UCTUHbI, YTO Y KaXKAOro CBOS NpaBAa W Kaxablh cam onpegensieT, YTo ecTb 4obpo, a 4To — 3no0.
BoxXeCTBEeHHY0 UCTUHY, @ 3HaYUT, U OCHOBaHHOE Ha aTon McTnHe oTnnuyme fobpa oT 3na, NbITalTCa 3aMEHUTb
HpaBCTBEHHbIM Be3pasnuumnemM 1 BCeg03BONEHHOCTBIO, KOTOPbIE paspyLualoT Aywun Nogen, NULWAKT UX XU3HN
BeYyHon. Ecnu npupogHble katacTpodbl U BOEHHbIE AENCTBUA NpeBpaLLaloT B pa3BanuHbl BHELLHEE YCTPOeHue
XXW3HKW, TO HPaABCTBEHHbIN PENATUBM3M pasbefaeT COBECTb YenoBeKa, AenaeT ero AyXOBHbIM WHBaNuaom,
nckaxaet boxxecTBeHHble 3aKOHbI ObITUS M HapyLLaeT cBA3b TBOpeHus ¢ Cosgartenem.

OTOM ONAaCHOCTU HaM AOMKHO NPOTMBOCTOSATL B MEPBYHO ovepeab, Npu3biBad Ha nomolub Mpeynctyio ey u
COHM yrogHukoB boxuux, gabbl oHM cBoum 3acTynHuvecTsoMm y lNpectona Bnadeiku Cesmoeo u MicmuHHO20
(OT1kp. 6:10), nounTaemoro HblHe B obpase HoBOpOXxdeHHoro MnageHua, ucxogartancTBoBanm 4ns Hac Cunbl
GopoTbCa C rpexoMm, 6opoTbCcA «Ipomue Muporipagumesiell MbMbl 8eKka ce20, rnpomug Oyxo8 3/100bI
rnodHebecHbIx» (Ed. 6:12). OBMaHbl U MUpaxu 3eMHOro Grnarononyyms BaXHO Hay4MTbCHA pacrno3HaBaTb B
HawKMX naryBGHbIX NPUCTPaCTUAX, B KOPbICTHLIX YCTPEMIEHMSAX, B cobnasHax pekrambl, B pasBnekaTenbHbIX U
NonMUTMYECKMX TekcTax. BaxHO Bcerga cnblwaTtb rofioc CBOen COBECTW, npeaynpexaarowein ob onacHocTu
rpexa, yMeTb COrnacoBbIiBaTb CBOV AeNCTBUSA ¢ EBaHrencknummn 3asetamu.

HblHe, kKak W Bcerga, Kaxabll XpUCTWMAHWH NpuW3BaH MOATBEPXAATb CBOUMM eXeOHEBHbIMU MOCTynKaMu
LEeHHOCTb npaBegHoro obpasa Xu3Hu, CO3HaTerNbHO MPOTUBOCTOSATb HPaBCTBEHHOMY PEnaATUBU3MY U KynbTy
ObICTPOWN HaxuBbl. BOKpyr HacC MHOro HEMOLLHbIX, BOMbHbIX, OOMHOKMX Ntogen. Hemano n Takux, KTo B cuny
9KOHOMMYECKNX TPYAHOCTEN NOKMHYN POAHblE MecTa B nouckax 3apaboTka u Hyxgaetca B 3aboTe, nonagas
nogyac B HedpyxentobHoe okpyxeHne. B npoBedeHwn coumnanbHOW, MUCCUOHEPCKOW, LEPKOBHO-
obLecTBeHHOW paboTbl JOMKEH y4acTBOBATb KaXabl NacTblpb U MUPSIHWH. Mo cnosy ceATuTeNnsa MIHHOKeHTUS
XepcoHckoro: «Toslbko 80 cgeme Xpucmoeom MOXHO eudemb boea, cebs u mup 8 UCMUHHOM UX eude,
MmoribKO Mo yka3aHuto OmKposeHUsi HebeCcHO20 MOXHO Halmu cme3to, 8e0YULYI0 8 8EYHYIO XKU3Hb ».
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C T1emu, KTO vaer xpVICTOBa yTeweHnd, Mbl OOIKHbI pa3genntb Tenyio U paaoCTb HbIHELWHEro npasgHuka.
Kaxgbll n3 Hac Moxet NPUHECTUN CBET BI/I(*)J'IGGMCKOVI 3Be3abl ONKHMM M OanbHUM — KOJJIeram, Opy3baMm,
poacTBEHHUKaM, cocegdam.

B MuHyBLUEM rogy B cOpabOTHMYECTBE C roCy4apCTBEHHLIMU BMacTsMKM, OOLLECTBEHHLIMU OpraHU3aumsiMu,
npeacTaBUTENsIMU 4ENOBbIX KPYroB Obifo MOMIOXEHO HAYano MHOMMM MHULMATUBAM, KOTOPble MOTYT CfoTUTb
nogen, Bo3poauTb TBEPAbIE AYXOBHbIE U HPABCTBEHHbIE OCHOBbLI OOLLIECTBEHHOM KU3HW.

PasBuTtuio Takoro copaboTHNYECTBA, Takke Kak U CBUOETENbCTBY O AparoLeHHOM eanHCTBe Hawlewn Llepksu,
CNYXWNU N COBepLLEHHbIE MHOK noesdkn no Poccun, YkpanHe, MongoBe. OTu noceleHnsa oboratunm Momn
OnbIT MOMUTBbLI N OOLLEHNS C BEPYIOLLUM HApPO4OM W, HAaAEKCb, COAENCTBOBANM YKPENEHNIO AYXOBHbIX y3. B
BGorocnyxeHusax, NPOXOAMBLUNX NPU Y4aCcTUN OYeHb BOMNbLLOro KoNUYecTBa Nnogen, ocobbiM obpasom saBnsnach
cvna Bepbl U MONUTBBLI, YTO U COCTaBNSAET KpacoTy lNMpaBocnasus, KpacoTy U Molb «e0uHcmea dyxa 8 Cor3e
mupa» (Ecp. 4:3).

MosgpaBnasa Bcex Bac ¢ PoxagectBom XpuctoBbiM M HoBonetwem, MOMMTBEHHO XXenaw HEW3MEHHOro
npebbiBaHna B pagoctm o [ocnoge, KoTtopbii BOMMoOTWACS, 4TOObl «Mbl 10 yroeaHuUro codenasnuch
HacnedHukamu ee4HoU Xu3Hu» (Tut. 3:7). «boe xe Hadexdbl Oa ucrnonHUm eac ecsikol padocmu u mupa 8
gepe, 0abnbl 8bi, cunor [yxa Cessmazo, oboeamunuck Hadexdot» (Pum. 15:13). AMUHBb.

+KUPUIJIT,
MATPUAPX MOCKOBCKWW 1 BCES PYCU
Poxdecmeo Xpucmoeo 2011/2012 20da
Mocksa

PARISH LIFE: DECEMBER - JANUARY 2011
Our final Divine Liturgy for 2011 was on Sunday 18 December. At the end of that service, as
mentioned in the last issue of this newsletter, our new icon of the Martyr Irene of Egypt, the patron
saint of Irene Claydon, a parishioner who reposed in 2010, was blessed. After the dismissal, a brief
memorial litiya was served for Irene.

That afternoon, Father James baptised Alicia, the daughter of Roman and Angela Tomachinsky. Alicia
was given the name Elizabeth in Holy Baptism, in honour of the New Martyr Grand Duchess Elizabeth
of Russia. Her godparents were Anna Savenkova — whose own children were recently baptised in our
church — and Alexander Gerasimov. May God grant his newly-baptised handmaiden Elizabeth many
years!

The following day, Monday 19 December, was one of the feast-days of Saint Nicholas the
Wonderworker of Myra in Lycia. Father James served in Wallsend, with a small number of people
travelling from Gosford for the services.

On the weekend of 24-25 December, Fathers James and Martin served at the Saints Peter and Paul
Cathedral in Strathfield, there being no services at either Wallsend or Croydon.

On Monday 26 December Father James participated in a Pastoral Conference at Croydon, with a
number of priests from around the Australian and New Zealand Diocese in attendance. The main
item of discussion was the development of Diocesan policy and procedures for addressing
inappropriate behaviour in the life of the church.

On Tuesday 27 December Father James, Rick Golovin and Craig Koppman packed a number of items
from the church into two vans and drove to Wisemans Ferry, the site of the 2011 Diocesan Youth
Conference, or Syezd. A Syezd “chapel” was arranged there in one of the conference rooms, in very
much the same style as our camp “chapels”. Morning and evening prayers were read in the chapel
each day of the Syezd, and Matins and Divine Liturgy were served there towards the end of the week.
On the Friday afternoon, Rick and Craig arrived again to pack everything up and return it to the
church. For those interested, information about the Syezd - including photographs and the Syezd
resolution — can be viewed at www.rocor.org.au. It is expected that next year’s Syezd will be held
interstate.
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On Saturday 31 December, we had Matins for the Holy Fathers, and on Sunday 1 January, our first
Divine Liturgy for 2012. That afternoon there was another baptism — that of Evelyn Bondarenko, the
infant daughter of Reader Evgeny Bondarenko and his wife, Daria Yushkova. Evelyn, born on
11/11/2011, was baptised on 1/1/2012! She was given the name Eva in Holy Baptism, in honour of
our Righteous Foremother Eve. May God grant Reader Evgeny, Dasha and the newly-illumined Eva
many years!

On Monday 2 January a small group of parishioners gathered to clean the church in preparation for
the Christmas services. As usual, Olga Petroff prepared a lovely lunch for everyone to share. The
church looked wonderful after the clean-up, with everything polished and in order. Many thanks to
all who were able to help on the day.

On Thursday 5 January and Friday 6 January we had services for the Eve of the Nativity of Christ.
Both services were very well attended. A number of people helped with the reading of the Old
Testament prophecies on Friday morning. At the end of the service, Father James congratulated Klava
Dmitrieff and Chloe Koppman, both of whom were celebrating their name-day, and the choir sang
“Many Years”. Most present remained behind for tea, at which time the Ladies’ Auxiliary drew their
Christmas Raffle. This was a really lovely day in the life of our small parish.

On Christmas itself there were no services at Gosford. Father James served at Wallsend, with quite a
number of Gosford parishioners travelling there for the services. The church at Wallsend was full
during Divine Liturgy, with a great many more people present than in many years. There was a festive
lunch afterwards for which many people stayed. On Sunday 8 January, the second day of Christmas,
Father James and Father Martin both served at the All Saints of Russia parish in Croydon, there being
no services at Gosford or Wallsend.

CHURCH LIFE: DECEMBER 2011 SYNOD DECISIONS
Our Synod of Bishops, meeting in New York from 9-12 December 2011, approved important liturgical
materials that will be of interest to the faithful. The first of these was a Prayer before Surgery.
Appointed for use in a moleben for the sick in place of the usual prayer, it reads as follows:

O Master Almighty, holy King, Who dost chastise yet slayest not, Who settest aright the fallen
and liftest up those who have been cast down, Who curest the bodily ailments of men! We pray
Thee, O our God: With Thy mercy visit Thy servant A, who is ill, and forgive him (her) his (her)
every offense, voluntary or involuntary. Yea, O Lord, send down from heaven Thy healing power,
to guide the mind and hand of Thy servant, the surgeon, that he (she) may successfully perform
the needful surgery, that the bodily affliction of Thy servant & may be completely healed, and
that every adverse affect thereof may be driven far away from him (her). Raise him (her) up from
his (her) bed of pain, and grant him (her) health of soul and body that he (she) may be well
pleasing to Thee and do Thy will.

Exclamation: For Thine it is to have mercy and to save us, O our God, and we send up glory unto
Thee—the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit—now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.
Amen.

The second was an Order for Blessing a Couple Who Have Lived Together for Many Years Without
Church Marriage. This service is essentially an abbreviated form of the marriage service, without an
exchange of rings or crowning. It includes the following prayer:

O Master, Lord our God, Who knowest the secret things of men, Who forgavest Rahab the harlot
and didst accept the repentance of the publican: Be not mindful of our sins of ignorance,
committed from the time of our youth. For if thou shalt mark iniquities, O Lord, O Lord, who
shall withstand Thee, or what flesh will be justified in Thy sight? For Thou alone art righteous,
sinless, holy, plenteous in mercy, most compassionate, and dost repent of the evils of men. O
Master Who didst bring thy servants N and N together, do Thou unite them one to another in
love, and grant them the publican's change of heart and the tears of the harlot, that, repenting
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with all their heart, and doing Thy commandments in oneness of mind and peace, they may also
be accounted worthy of Thy heavenly kingdom.

Exclamation: For Thou art the Arranger of all things, and unto Thee do we send up glory—to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit—now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.

The third was a short Blessing of Oil Performed by a Lone Priest in the Hospital or Home. This order
replaces the full Rite of the Mystery of Holy Unction (or «CobopoBanue»), such as is served in our
parishes during Great Lent. The full service is customarily served by seven priests and has seven
epistle readings, Gospel readings, and prayers.

Anyone with any questions about these liturgical materials may speak with Father James.

SPIRITUAL LIFE: BLESSING OF HOMES DURING THE FEAST OF THEOPHANY

As is customary, Father James will be blessing parish homes during the feast of Theophany. This is
not the full blessing performed when residence is taken up in a new home — in which the four walls of
the home are anointed with oil, as in the consecration of a church — but the simple blessing by
sprinkling the Holy Water that is blessed on the feast of Theophany. This annual blessing is a way
that the Church comes to us and becomes a part of our home life. The service takes around ten
minutes, with Holy Water being sprinkled throughout the house as everyone sings the troparion and
kontakion for Theophany. Prayers for the health and salvation of all who live there are then read, and
finally all are sprinkled with Holy Water as they kiss the Cross.

At this stage, it is likely that Father James will visit homes in and around Gosford and Woy Woy on
Thursday 19 January; homes in Hornsby on Friday 20 January; and homes around Wyong on Saturday
21 January. Any homes missed on these three days will be visited during the following week. Those
wishing to have their homes blessed can make a note of it on the list at church, or contact Fr James
directly.

PARISH LIFE: PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Parish Council, which last met on 13 December 2011, is at present enjoying an extended summer
break, with the next meeting not due until the evening of Tuesday 24 January 2012. The focus of the
next meeting is likely to be primarily on a range of legal and governance issues: occupational health
and safety, privacy, and child safety, amongst other things.

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL ARE ASKED FOR:

The sick: Nun Euphrosyne; Leonid; and our parishioners Michael, Tatiana, and Boris.

Families with new babies: Svetlana, Peter and baby Emilia.

Expectant mothers: Maria, Natalia, Marije, Elena, Elise, Lydia, Katherine, Irina, Cathy.

Newly-departed: Josef (Slyszak).

Departed: Patriarch Alexis, Metropolitan Vitaly, Metropolitan Laurus, infant Ekaterina, and former parishioners
and benefactors Irene (Claydon), Victor (Manjetny), Vladimir (Dmitrieff), George (Fomin), Irina (Kamenev), Nun
Maria, George (Kraiwuhin), Theodore & Antonina (Tialshinsky), Lyubov (Smieska), Victor (Pulkownik),
Olga (Timohina), Alexander (Dikan), Elena (Yakupova), Lydia (Ustimko).
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