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PARISH LIFE: DEPARTURE OF FATHER MARTIN FOR OVERSEAS & METROPOLITAN
HILARION'S VISIT

As some readers may be aware, Father Martin and his family will be relocating to
France in July due to work commitments. Father Martin’s last service in Gosford will be
on Sunday 1 July. Metropolitan Hilarion will visit our parish and preside at Divine
Liturgy on Sunday 1 July, coinciding with Father Martin’s final service. A festive lunch at
the church will follow Divine Liturgy. Parishioners and friends are encouraged to be
present to farewell Father Martin and to welcome Metropolitan Hilarion to preside at
Divine Liturgy for the first time since he became First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox
Church outside Russia.

PARISH LIFE: APRIL - MAY 2012

As there has been only one Sunday service since the April newsletter was published,
there is little parish news this month. Parish Council met on Tuesday 1 May for the first
time since March, the number of services during April having made it difficult to meet.
The meeting was a long one, with the management of risks - particularly child safety -
around the parish figuring prominently. Also discussed were Father Martin's departure,
preparations for Great Feast of Pentecost and the upcoming parish feast day to be
celebrated on Saturday 11 August, trends in parish life, guidelines for parish office-
bearers such as the Treasurer and Secretary, and plans for redesign of the parish
website. Rick Golovin was asked to plan some minor renovations to the church, it now
being eight years that we have been at West Gosford: 3 April was the anniversary of
our first service, and 16 May the anniversary of the blessing of the church by
Archbishop Hilarion, as he then was. On Saturday 19 May a small group of parishioners
travelled to Wallsend (Newcastle) for the celebration of the patronal feast of the church
of the Saint Nicholas. Father James concelebrated Divine Liturgy with Father Alexander
Filchakov of the Holy Protection parish in Blacktown and Hieromonk John
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(MacPherson). There was a moleben and procession around the church afterwards,
and many stayed on for the festive lunch.

DIOCESAN LIFE: PATRIARCHAL EPISTLE ON THE FIVE YEAR ANNIVERSARY ON
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CANONICAL COMMUNION

Dear in the Lord Reverend Archpastors, Honorable Presbyters and Deacons, God-
beloved Monks and Nuns, Dear Brothers and Sisters:
Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith,
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ
(n sincerity” (Ephesians 6:23-24).

Today the Russian Orthodox Church marks the fifth anniversary of the signing of the
Act of Canonical Communion. This document brought to an end many years of division
between the Moscow Patriarchate and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia.
We remember these events of great historical significance, representing the victory
over one of the tragic consequences of the political and spiritual catastrophe endured
by Russia in the 20th century.

Last century, our Homeland and Church were subjected to the most burdensome
tribulations. Churches were destroyed, sacred objects were desecrated, God-given
human freedom was trampled, the raiment of the Church was rent by internal and
external enemies. A fratricidal conflict doomed millions of our compatriots, and the
brutality of the godless persecutors brought a great host of New Martyrs and
Confessors of Russia to death in the name of Christ.

The Revolution and consequent Civil War became the cause of a massive exodus of our
compatriots from Russia. Millions of them found themselves scattered throughout the
whole world. The Orthodox faith united these refugees, and they carefully preserved
the flame of faith, handing it down from generation to generation. But the dramatic
historic circumstances also evoked divisions within the Russian Orthodox diaspora.

Even as it was lifted upon its cross, Orthodox Russia believed in its resurrection. With
special earnestness did the children of the Church—both in the Fatherland and
abroad—raise their prayers to our Lord and Savior to eliminate this sorrowful division.
We dared to appeal to the heavenly intercession of the Holy New Martyrs with our
pleas.

By Divine Mercy, the situation in our country changed fundamentally. Orthodox
Christians took this as a gift from above. The Russian Orthodox Church obtained full
freedom, including in the area of church-state relations.
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Division was painful for the entire Church, a sorrow for the whole people. This is no
exaggeration; one needs only remember the attention paid by society as our
reconciliation began. The government authorities were not indifferent either. In the
process of dialog, we tried to avoid bringing any harm or new wounds to each other.

There could be no conquerors nor vanquished in this process. In the end, victory was
achieved by the many millions of members of the Russian Church, whose unity was
reestablished.

During these days we prayerfully recall His Holiness Patriarch Alexy Il of Moscow and
All Russia and His Eminence Metropolitan Laurus of Eastern America and New York. On
the feast of the Ascension of the Lord, May 4/17, 2007, they sealed with their
signatures the Act of Canonical Communion on the ambo of Christ the Savior
Cathedral and concelebrated Divine Liturgy together. We also thank all those who
labored and drew this unity near.

Now, when our communion is reestablished and we commune of one Chalice together,
let us bring thanks to the All-Merciful God, Who with His almighty hand led us to our
desired unity to the glory of His Holy name and the good of His Holy Church.

Today we can boldly state that we have manifested in deed the testament of St Tikhon,
Patriarch of All Russia: "It is specifically in unity, cooperative action and brotherly love
that power lies.” We can joyfully attest to the fact that the gates of hell (Matthew 16:18)
have not prevailed over the Russian Church. She now fruitfully fulfills her salvific service
both in the Fatherland and outside its borders.

The five-year period which has passed since the signing of the Act of Canonical
Communion has proven abundant with good examples of cooperation. There is not
enough time to recall the daily examples of cooperation happening on the local level:
our Church is not only declared united in word, but it is so in our deeds. It is even
remarkable how quickly and easily the barriers fell. This has become possible precisely
because we were and continue to be the bearers of the very same Russian Orthodox
tradition, we have common spiritual and moral values which we bring to the world.

Let us thankfully and carefully preserve the great gift of Church unity, the unity of the
people of God. Let us resist any attempt to introduce strife and division in the life of
the Church, to shake the foundations of her canonical existence.

Let us pray in earnest for those who for various reasons find themselves outside of
unity with the Russian Orthodox Church. Again and again we invite them to commune
in the love of Christ, which “seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things” (1 Corinthians 13:5-7).
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May the Lord behold with His merciful gaze our prayers and efforts and “bless His
people with peace” (Psalms 29:11), of which He told the Apostles before His sufferings:
“Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you” (John 14:27).

Amen.

+KIRILL,
PATRIARCH OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA
Moscow, May 17, 2012

Nocnanue [MMatpuapxa MockoBckoro u Bcea Pycu Kupunna apxunactbipam,
nacTbIpAM, AWaKOHaM, MOHAaLIeCTBYHLIMM U BCeM BepHbIM 4Yagam Pycckowm
NpaBocnaBHon LlepkBM no cny4yarw natuneTa noanucaHuMa Akta o
KaHOHMYecKomM obweHun mexay MockoBckum lNMatpuapxatom m PIL3

B npeddsepuu namunemusi nodrnucaHusi AKma O KaHOHUYEeCKOM ObWeHUU Mexoy
Mockoseckum lNampuapxamom u Pycckol lNpasocrnasHou Llepkoebto
3aegpaHuueu.Cesametwul Nampuapx Mockoeckut u ecesi Pycu Kupunn obpamurcs ¢
rocriaHuUeM K apxuracmaipsiM, nacmbipsiM, OuakoHaMm, MOHawWecmeyruumMm U 6Cem
8epHbIM Yyadam Pycckou lNpasocnasHou Llepksu

BoanbneHHble o [locnoge [lpeocBsilieHHble apxunacTbipu, BcCe4YecCTHble
npecBuUTepbl U AUAKOHDI,
GorontooMBbLIE MHOKU N MHOKUHU, foporve 6paTtba U cecTpbl!

«Mup 6pamusm u noboss ¢ eeporo om boza Omuya
u l'ocrioda Uucyca.
Enaczodampb co ecemu HeU3MeHHO nobsauwumu
['ocrioda Hawezo Nucyca Xpucma»
(Ep. 6:23-24).

HblHe Pycckas [MpaBocnaBHas LlepkoBb oTMevaeT natunetne nognucaHus Akta o
KaHOHMYECKOM OBLLEHNN. DTOT AOKYMEHT MOMOXWUIT KOHEL, MHOTONIETHEMY pasaernieHno
mexagy Mockosckum lNatpuapxatom un  Pycckon [lpaBocnasHon LlepkoBbto
3arpaHunuen. Mbl BCNOMMHaAeM O COObITUM 6OMbLIOrO0 WUCTOPUYECKOTO 3HaYeHus,
3HameHyouwem cobor npeogoneHne OOHOro W3  TparMyecknx nocneacTBum
NONUTUYECKOM N OYXOBHOW KaTacTpodobl, nepexnton Poccmen B XX cTtoneTtum.

B muHyBwem Beke Hawy PogvHy mn LlepkoBb nocturnn Tskenenwmne UCMbITaHus.
Paspywanucb xpambl, OCKBEPHANNCH CBATbIHK, rpy6o nonupanack borom gaposaHHas
YyenoBeKky cBoboda, XUTOH LEPKOBHbIN pasguvpany Bparn BHELLHWE U BHYTPEHHME.
BpaTtoybuiictBeHHasa mexgoycobuua norybmna MUnimoHbl HalWMX corpaxkaaH, a
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NIOTOCTb 6e300XKHbLIX TOHUTENEN NPMBENa K KOHYMHE 3a MM XPUCTOBO BEMNKOIo COHMA
HoBOMYy4YEeHMKOB N UCMOBEOHMKOB POCCUNCKUX.

PeBontouna n nocnegyrowias rpaxkgaHckasi BoMHa ctanu npMyMHoOn MaccoBOro ncxoga
n3 Poccum Hawmnx cooTe4eCTBEHHUKOB. MUNNMOHBI MX OKasanucb pacCesiHHbIMU MO
BceMmy Mmupy. lNpaBocnaBHas Bepa ob6beanHsana 6exeHUeB, 1 OHM BEPEXHO COXPaHANU
OroHb BepbI, NepeaaBas ero U3 NOKoneHus B nokoneHme. Ho gpamaTtunyeckne
nctopudeckne  obCcTtoATenbCTBa  Bbi3BanNM  pasgernieHne  BHYTPU  PYCCKOro
NpaBOCaBHOIO paccesiHus.

Bocxogsa Ha KpeCT, npaBocCiiaBHasA Pbe Bepusila B CBO€ BOCKpeCeHUe. C ocobbim
ycepanem BO3HOCUITN HYada LUEePKOBHbIE — KakK B OteuecTBe, Tak 1 3a €ro npenenamMmm
— MOJINTBbI KO Focno,qy n Cnacurtento Hallemy 06 yrnpasgHeHnn ropecTtHOro
pas3geneHns. B atoM 4asHuUM WMbl o6pau.|,an|/|0b K AOep3HOBEHHOMY H96€CHOMy
npeacrarefnibCTey HOBOMY4YEHUKOB.

Munoctelo Boxuel cutyauuss B CTpaHe W3MeHunacb KOPEeHHbIM obpasom.
MpaBocnaBHble NOAM BOCMPUHANM 9TO Kak aAap cBbliwe. Pycckas [lpaBocnasBHas
LlepkoBb 06pena nomHyww cBoGoay B TOM Yucre M B cpede LEepKOBHO-
rocynapCTBEHHbIX OTHOLLEHWA.

PaspeneHne 6bino 6Gonbto Bcen LlepkBu, ckopbbto Bcero Hapoga. W aTO He
npeyBenMyeHne: AO0CTaTOMHO BCMOMHUTb, C KakMM BHMMaHMEM Hawe o0WwecTBo
cneguno 3a HadvaBwuMmcs conuvkeHnmem. He octaBanacb 6e3yvyacTHOM K HeMy U
rocygapcTBeHHas Bnactb. B npouecce gmanora Mbl AeWCTBOBanM Tak, YTOObI He
HaHocuTb yuwepba M HOBbIX paH Apyr Apyry. Ha atom nytm He Mormo ObiTb
nobeauntenen u nobeamBwux. B utore nobeamy opepxana BCA MHOIOMUIIIMOHHAs
Pycckas LlepkoBb, Ybe eqMHCTBO BbISI0 BOCCTAHOBIIEHO.

B aT1 gHK Mmbl MonnTBEHHO BcnommnHaem Cesartenwero Natpuapxa MockoBCKOro 1 Bcesi
Pycu Anekcua 1l wun BblcOKONpeocBsiLLEHHENLIEro  Mutpononuta  BocTtovHo-
AmepukaHckoro n Heto-Mopkckoro JlaBpa. B npasgHuk BosHecenua locnogHa 4/17
maa 2007 roga Ha amBOHe KadeapanbHoro cobopHoro Xpama Xpucta Cnacutensi OHU
cKpenunu CcBOMMW noanucsMM AKT O KAHOHMYECKOM OOLEHUM U COBMECTHO
coBepwunn boxectBeHHyto nuTtypruo. Mbl Gnarogapym  Takke BCEX TeX, KTO
noTpyaunca n npubnumxan aTo eguHCTBO.

Tenepb, Korga BOCCTAHOBMNEHO Halle obLleHne 1 Mbl BMECTE npuyaliaemcst OT equUHOM
Yawmn, Bosbnarogapum Bcemunoctneoro bora, CBoeto BCeCUIbHOK AeCHULED
NpuBeALLEro Hac K BOXAeneHHoOMY equHCTBY, BO crnaBy Ero CeAToro umeHn n Ha 6naro
Ero CeaTton Liepksau.

CerogHst Mbl MOXXEM CMENO ckasaTb, YTO OErIOM MUCMNOSTHWUNK 3aBeT CBATUTENA TUXOHA,
[MaTtpuapxa Bcepoccumckoro: «MMeHHO 8 eOUHEeHUU, coariacHom delicmeogsaHuu U
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6pamckou nbeu — cuna». Mbl MOXXeM C padoCTbio CBUAETENbCTBOBATbL, YTO 8pama
adoebl (Mdp. 16:18) He oponenn Pycckyto LlepkoBb. OHa HblHE nNOA4OTBOPHO
COBEpLLAET CBOE cnacuternbHoe crykeHne kak B OTevecTBe, Tak 1 3a ero npegenamu.
[laTMneTne, KOTOpPOE nMPOWMO CO BPEMEHM nognucaHns AKTa O KaHOHMYECKOM
obweHnn, Obino Gorato Aob6pbIMM NpumMepamu B3aMmogencTBua. He pgocTtaHer
BpeMeHMW, 4YToObl NPUBOAUTL NPUMEpPLI NOBCEAHEBHOIO cOpabOTHMYECTBA Ha MecTax,
KOTOpble CBMOETENbCTBYIOT: Hawa LlepkoBb He TOMbKO nNpoBO3rnawleHa Tenepb
eMHOWN, HO 1 Ha Aene TakoBown aABnsaeTca. [Jaxe yamBuTENbHO, Kak BbICTPO M NErko

nanm MHOroJfieTHmne cpegocTteHus. OTO CTano BO3MOXHbIM MMEHHO NOTOMY, YTO Mbl
ObiNuM N OCTaeMcsl HOCUTENAMU OOHOMN U TOW Xe pyCCKOVI HpaBOCHaBHOVI Tpagnuun, y
Hac ednHble OyXOBHblIE N HPpaBCTBEHHbIE LEHHOCTW, KOTOPblE Mbl HECEM MUPY.

Bynem GnarogapHo n GepexHo XpaHuTb BENUKUA gap eguHcTBa LlepkBu, eanHcTBa
Hapoga boxus. byaem NpoTMBOCTOATE NOOLIM NONbITKAM BHECTU CMYTY U pasgeneHme
B XW3Hb LlepkBun, nokonedbaTb OCHOBLI €€ KaHOHUYECKOro BbITUS.

byoem ycepaHO MOMUTBCS O TeX, KTO MO pasHbiM MpUYMHaAM HaxoauTCHA eule BHe
eanHctBa ¢ Pycckon [MpaBocnasHon LlepkoBbto. CHOBa M CHOBa npurnawlaem mx B
obLwweHre nobeu XpUCTOBOW, KOTOpasi He uwem Cceoe20, He pa3ddpaxaemcs, He
MbICium 3r1a, He padyemcs Herpagoe, a copadyemcs UcmuHe, 8ce rnoKpbigaem, ecemy
gepum, ece2o Hadeemcsi, ece rnepeHocum (1 Kop. 13:5-7).

[ocnogb e Aaa npu3put MunoctuebiM CBOMM OKOM Ha HawuM MOMUTBbI U TPyAdbl U
6bnazocrniosum modu Ceosi mupom ([c. 28:11), o kotopom OH roBopun anoctoriam
nepeg CeBoumu ctpagaHuamn: Mup Molu ocmaenswo eam, mup Mol Oaro Bawm
(NH. 14:27).

AMUHB.

+KUPWUJI,
[MATPUAPX MOCKOBCKUW 1 BCES PYCU

PARISH LIFE: WINTER SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

The winter schedule of services is now available in church, online and - if you receive it
by post — enclosed with this newsletter. Services of note over the next month include a
general memorial service on Saturday 2 June, a day of commemoration of the
departed. Parishioners and friends can put up their commemoration books or other
lists of names to be remembered in prayer at this service, and may also bring kutiya
and other foods for blessing. Immediately after that service we will begin All-night

Vigil for the Great Feast of Pentecost, or Tpouua. As is customary, Divine Liturgy on
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the day of the feast will be followed by Vespers with the three “"kneeling prayers”, the
first time after Pascha that we pray on our knees. For Pentecost, the church will be
decorated with many green branches in honour of the Life-giving Holy Trinity, and the
Ladies’ Auxiliary will have small bunches of flowers for the faithful to purchase and
hold during the service. Looking further ahead, Metropolitan Hilarion will join us
Sunday 1 July at 9am, and we will also have a service for the Transfiguration of the Lord
on Sunday 19 August. Further information on our parish feast day to be held on
Saturday 11 August will be forthcoming.

CHURCH LIFE: APOSTLES’ FAST

The Apostles’ Fast begins on Monday 11 June this year, continuing until Thursday 12
July — the feast of Sts Peter and Paul. In general, wine and oil are permitted on
Tuesdays and Thursdays during this fast, and Fish is permitted on weekends. Anyone
unsure about how best to approach the fast should talk to Father James.

PARISH LIFE: CHARITABLE COLLECTION

A collection for the Orthodox mission in Pakistan will be taken up in our parish during
the Apostles’ Fast. The usual money-boxes will be available on Sunday 3 June. The St
Michael the Archangel Orthodox mission in Pakistan urgently requires English prayer
books, study material and altar vessels amongst other items. In the future, the mission
hopes to establish an orphanage. Please assist this young mission!

COMMUNITY LIFE: FUNDRAISING EVENT AT AVOCA BEACH PICTURE THEATRE

On Monday 4 June at 7pm, there will be a fundraiser at the Avoca Beach Picture
Theatre to raise money for bible distribution in Siberia. The proprietors of the cinema,
Norman and Beth Hunter, are Christians who have over many years been involved in
non-denominational youth outreach in Russia. Tickets are $20, and include supper and
screening of a Russian film (with English subtitles) ‘Lucky Trouble’ (“Vykrutasy”). More
information can be obtained from www.avocabeachpicturetheatre.com.au.
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PARISH LIFE: RAFFLE FOR TONGAN MISSION

Raffle tickets to benefit the Orthodox mission in Tonga are available for sale at the
candle desk. Tickets are $2 each, with the raffle being drawn in July. Please assist this
young misston!

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL ARE ASKED FOR:

The sick: Nun Euphrosyne; Leonid; and our parishioners Nestor, Michael, Tatiana, and
Borts.

Families with new babies: Subdeacon Luke, Elise, baby Thomas and big brother
Daniel; Oleg, Natalia, baby Victoria and big sisters Maria and Alyssa.

Expectant mothers: Elena, Lydia, Katherine, Iryna, Alexandra.

Departed: Patriarch Alexis, Metropolitan Vitaly, Metropolitan Laurus, infant Ekaterina,
and former parishioners and benefactors Irene (Claydon), Victor (Manjetny), Vladimir
(Dmitrieff), George (Fomin), Irina (Kamenev), Nun Maria, George (Kratuhin), Theodore &
Antontna (Tialshinsky), Lyubov (Smieska), Victor (Pulkownik), Olga (Timohina),
Alexander (Dikan), Elena (Yakupova), Lydia (Ustimko).

4/7 Comserv Close
West Gosford NSW 2250
PO Box 3356
Erina NSW 2250
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