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XPUCTOC BOCKPECE!
Chwist is Risen!
Father James and the Parish Council greet all parishioners and friends of our parish in this

season of the joyous celebration of the saving Resurrection of our Lord, God and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

CHURCH LIFE: PASCHAL EPISTLE OF METROPOLITAN HILARION
Paschal Epistle of His Eminence Hilarion, Metropolitan of Eastern America & New York, First Hierarch of
the Russian Church Abroad
Your Eminences, fellow hierarchs, God-loving monks and nuns, priests and deacons, beloved in the Lord
brothers and sisters!
CHRIST IS RISEN!
A wondrous energy lies hidden in these words and penetrates the whole soul: CHRIST IS RISEN!

How joyous are these words for the soul of a Christian! Can more festive words than these be found in the
entire human language? These joyous words were first uttered by the Angel to the Myrrhbearers who had
come to the life-bearing Tomb. With our mind’s eye we see Christ Resurrected and hear His sweetest
words to the Myrrhbearers: REJOICE! (Matthew 23:9), and hear how the Resurrected Lover of Mankind
directs the same joyful greeting to us: Rejoice!

With Paschal jubilation | greet all of you with this radiant world-saving triumph of Christ's Resurrection!
Rejoice, and again | say, rejoice! May each one of you, partaking of the joy today of Christ’s Church,
overcome the sorrows and crosses you bear in life; overcome the despondency due to personal sinfulness,
and the temptations and scandals which surround us, that with a breath of festive compunction we and
those around us might partake of the multifaceted mercies and blessings of this all-good and radiant
celebration!. For the Feast of Pascha is not just another ordinary festival or proclamation of resurrection; it
is not a mere promise of life eternal for people; rather, it is the triumph and victory over all grief and
anguish, over all sorrow and sadness of this earthly life.

May this Paschal joy, this triumph of life reign throughout our Russian Church Abroad, in each parish, in
each monastery, in each family, so that "the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:3),
spoken of by the Apostle, may be visible within our church life. And may whatever transpires among us be
peaceful, amicable, cordial, and according to the precepts of the Church!
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As St. John of Kronstadt expresses in his writings: "May our joy of the Resurrection be rational, deep, holy,
and dynamic. May it move us to greater love of the Resurrected One, to a life of holiness and mutual love."
Amen.

With Paschal joy in the Resurrected Christ and asking your prayers,
+HILARION

Metropolitan of Eastern America & New York

First Hierarch of the Russian Church Abroad.

MacxanbHoe nocnaHue BbicokonpeocBaweHHeuwero UnapmoHa, mutponoauTta BoctouHo-
AmepuKaHckoro, Mepsouepapxa Pycckoii 3apyberkHoii Llepkeu
lMpeocsauweHHble cobpames-apxunacmeipu, 6o2on0busbie UHOKU U UHOKUHU, 0opozaue o focrnode omupi,
b6pamesa u cecmpoi!
XPUCTOC BOCKPECE!

Kakaa-To AMBHAA cuna TanmTca B STUX CNOBax M NpoHMKaeT Bcto aywy, XPUCTOC BOCKPECE!

Kakune paZocTHble AnAa XpUCTUAHCKOM aywmn cnoBa! U ecTb n B YenoBeyeckom A3bike bonee pagoCcTHble
CNoBa, 4YeM 3TU CNOBa. AHre/IbCKUN A3bIK NepBbld NPOM3HEC 3TU BCEPafdoOCTHble C/I0Ba, Koraa
MMWPOHOCULAM, NPULLEALINM K }KMBOHOCHOMY rpoby, bblia BO3BeLLEHA CUA BEAMKAsA PafocTb. HblHe mbl
BMAUM BocKpecwero Xpucra MbiC1€HHbIM CBOMM B3OPOM M, KaK MUPOHOCULLbI, CbiWKM Ero cnagyanwme
cnosa "PAAYNTECH" (M. 23:9), cabiwmm, Kak Bockpecwmin Yenosekontobel, 1 Hac NPMBETCTBYET TEM Xe
PafoCTHbIM NpuBeTcTBMEM: "PagyinTech"!

C 4yBCTBOM MNACXa/ibHOTO /IMKOBAHMA MNPUBETCTBYKD BCEX BaC C MNPECBETAbIM U MWUPOCMACUTENbHbIM
ToprKecTBOM BockpeceHus Xpuctosa! Pagyitech, 1 elle ckaxky: pagynrtecb! MNycTb Kaxabin, npnobuiasch
K HbIHELHeN pagocty Xpuctoson LlepkBu, HauHET NpeoaosieBaTb CKOPOU U TAMKECTU MKU3HEHHOTO KPecTa,
a TaKXe W yHblHMe, bbiBaemoe OT CO6CTBEHHOM rPEXOBHOCTU, CO6/1a3HOB U UCKYLLEHUI, OAHMM B340XOM
npasgHUYHOIro YMUAEHUA NPUBEKas K cebe n Apyrum MHOropasnyHble MUAOCTU U BNaroc/IOBEHUA CEro
Aobporo n ceetnoro Topxkectea! M6o npasgHuMK Macxm — He NPOCTO oyepeaHOe Mpa3gHOBAHME WU
nponoseAb O BOCKPECEHUU, He obellaHMe /INLb BEYHOWM XKU3HU NIoASM, a TOPXKEeCcTBo M nobeaa Hap,
BCAKMM rOpem M TOCKOM, HaZ, BCAKOM CKOPObIO M NeYasibio 3STON 3eMHOM KU3HM.

MycTb 3Ta NacxanbHan PagoCTb, 3TO TOPXKECTBO KU3HM BOLLAPUTCA BO BCen Pycckoli 3apyberkHoi Llepksu,
B KaX[OM €e MNMpUXOAEe, B Ka*KAOM MOHACTbIpe, B KaX[AOW cembe, YTobObl B Hallel BHYTPULIEPKOBHOM
KM3HU BCe BUAENU TO "eaMHCTBO Ayxa B cotoze mupa" (Ed. 4:2), o kotopom nuwweT Anoctos, Yytobbl Be3ae
Y Hac 6bI10 MUPHO, APYMKHO, CEPAEYHO U LLePKOBHO!

"fla 6ydem re padocme HaAWA O BOCKpeceHUU pasymMHa, 2nyboka, cesma u O0esmesnbHa, Kak NULeT
npaseaHbIn MoaHH KpoHwTaaTckui. [Ja nodsuzaem oHa u Hac K nobsu BocKkpecwezo, K c8AMOU HU3HU U
e3aumHoli nobsu". AMUHb.

C nacxanbHOM pafocTbio 0 XpucTe Bockpecwem 1 npocbboit 0 MoAnTBax,
+UNAPUOH

Mumpononum Bocmo4Ho-AmepuKaHcKuli u Hoto-MopKckuli
lMepsouepapx Pycckol 3apybexcHol Liepksu.

Macxa 2013 .
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CHURCH LIFE: PASCHAL EPISTLE OF PATRIARCH KIRILL

Paschal Message of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill to the Archpastors, Pastors, Deacons, Monastics, and all
the Faithful Children of the Russian Orthodox Church

Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! (1 Cor. 1:57)

Beloved in the Lord Right Reverend archpastors, reverend presbyters and deacons, God-loving monks and
nuns, dear brothers and sisters!

On this great and radiant day, | congratulate you from the depths of my heart on the Lord’s Pascha and
greet each of you with these ancient and holy words: CHRIST IS RISEN!

It is in these words, with which people throughout the ages have greeted each other during the bright
days of Pascha, and by which they have testified to the world of the truth of an event occurring two
thousand years ago, that there is to be found a great inner power. They contain the tidings of victory and a
call to joy, the desire for peace, and the hope and comfort of every human person.

He who was born of the Most Pure Virgin Mary, He who suffered greatly and without blame, He who was
crucified and died on a cross between two thieves, He was the first among people to rise from the dead.
"He hath been raised, as He said He would be" (Matthew 28:6). The tomb is empty. There remain in it only
the swaddling clothes in which His body was wrapped. The myrrh-bearing women came to the place of
the Lord’s burial "very early in the morning ... at the rising of the sun" (Mark 16:2) and did not find Jesus
there, for neither the stone that blocked the entrance into the cave, nor the guard who kept watch by it,
nor even death itself could withstand the great power of the Living God. "Hell hath enlarged herself, and
opened her mouth without measure" (Isaiah 5:14), exultant Hades had been ready to engulf its most
powerful enemy, yet instead froze in fear, for it had been illumined by the light of the Godhead. Christ has
vanquished corruption and destroyed death.

Through the first man, who disobeyed the Maker and fell away from the Fount of eternal life, evil came
into the world and sin reigned over people. Christ, "the last Adam" (1 Cor. 15:45), has vanquished death of
the spirit, death of the soul, and death of the body. "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive," St. Paul tells us (1 Cor. 15:22). All that we have lost in the first Adam, we have acquired anew
in Christ. The Lord’s Pascha is truly the "great gift of divine economy" (St. Theodore the Studite).

Having overcome the human person’s alienation from his Maker, the Savior has granted to us the
possibility of being united with Him. As St. John Damascene says, through the Cross of Christ we have
been "granted resurrection ... The gates of paradise have been opened to us, our nature now sits at the
right hand of God and we have become the children of God and His heirs" (An Exact Exposition of the
Orthodox Faith, Book 4). We are all called upon to be worthy of this gift.

The Son of God, in assuming our nature, has become like us in all things apart from sin. Through his
earthly life and sufferings on the Cross, He has shown us an example of the greatest humility and
obedience to the Heavenly Father, an example of struggle against temptations and allurements, and
through His Resurrection He has destroyed the fetters of sin and granted to us the power and means to
vanquish evil. It is in this struggle that one grows spiritually and becomes a morally free person.

We live at a time when freedom is often taken to mean moral chaos. Many sincerely believe that only
power and riches, health and physical strength, bring liberation — and, in competing in service to the idols
of this world, they often fail in that which is most important, in the attainment of the true goal of life. The

www.gosfordrussianchurch.org .au

3



Savior, Who has risen from the tomb and granted to us freedom, has revealed to us this goal of knowing
the Truth (see: John 8:32) and of life with God.

In destroying bodily death, Christ has promised eternal life — not as an infinite continuation of the earthly
path, but as the transformation of all human nature, when the body will acquire a new character. It is in
the Lord’s Resurrection that the foreshadowing of our future resurrection is mysteriously revealed. In the
coming Kingdom of Heaven, where there will be neither death, nor illness, nor parting, and not even time,
"God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. 21:4), and joy will be never-ending and love eternal.
The Lord’s victory over death gives us steadfast hope that, in following Him at His Second and Glorious
Coming, we will rise again to a new life — life in unceasing communion with God.

Let us then share the joy in our risen Saviour with all those who are in need of attention and care: with
the sick, the elderly, those who suffer or who are despondent, those who languish in places of
confinement, and those people who are without means or a roof over their heads. And, in becoming like
the witnesses to the Resurrection — the holy apostles — let us with faith and boldness proclaim to those
near and far the good news that Christ has truly risen!

Amen.

MacxanbHoe nocnaHue Ceateiwero Matpuapxa Knpmuana apxmnactbipam, NacTbipsim, AMAKOHaM,
MOHALIECTBYIOLWMM U BCEM BEPHbIM Yagam Pycckom MpasocnasHou Llepksu
bnazodapeHue boay, daposasuwiemy Ham nobedy
locnodom Hawum UNucycom Xpucmom!
(1 Kop. 15:57)

Bo3nwbneHHole o [ocriode [IpeocssaujeHHble apxunacmelpu, 8cevYecmHele npeceumepsi U OUAKOHbI,
60201106uUBbIE UHOKU U UHOKUHU, 0opoz2ue bpamoea u cecmpol!

B celi BenMKuiA M CBETO3apHbIM AeHb CEpAEYHO NO3apaBasato Bcex Bac ¢ MNacxor focnogHel 1 npMBeTCTBYHO
Ka*Kgoro ApesHUmM u ceatbimmn cnosamm: XPUCTOC BOCKPECE!

MMeHHO B 3TUX CN0BaXx, KOTOpPpbIMKN NtoaAn Ha NPOTAXKEHUU BEKOB BCTPEYAKOT ApPYyr Apyra B CBeT/ble
nacxasibHble AHU N KOTOPbIMU CBUNAOETENBLCTBYHOT MUPY 06 UCTUHHOCTU CO6bITVIFI, npounsouwealwiero Asa
TbiCAYeNneTnA Hasah, COAEPKMUTCA OFPOMHAA BHYTPEHHAA cmna. B HUX — 1 BeCTb O no6e,c|,e, 1M NpusbiB K
PaaoCTu, N NoxeinaHne mmnpa, U Hagexaa n yreweHume anAa KaxXaoro 4yesiosekKa.

Tot, Kto 6b1n poxkaeH Mpeuncton Oesont Mapuei, ToT, KTo Taxeno u 6e3BUMHHO cTpagan, bbia pacnat m
YMEp Ha KpecTe nocpeau AByx pa3bonHuKos, TOT nepBbiM U3 BCEX NOAEN BoccTan M3 mepTsbiX. "OH
BOCKpec, Kak ckasan" (Md¢. 28:6). MpobHMua nycTa. B Hel ocTanucb NvWb NeneHbl, B KOTopble 6bino
3aBepHyTO Ero Teno. MeHbi-MMpoHOCHUbI, NPUAA K MecTy norpebeHua focnoga "Becbma paHo... npwu
Bocxoge conHua" (MK. 16:2), He Hawnu Tam Uucyca, M60 HU KameHb, 3aKPbIBAaBLUMI BXOZ B NeLlepy, HU
OXPaHABLUAA ee CTpaXka, HW AaKe camMa CMepTb He CMOIAM NPOTMBOCTaTb BennKol cune bora Musaro.
"MpencnogHsaa pacwmpunace U 6e3 mepbl packpblna nactb ceow" (Mc. 5:14), nukyowmin ag yxe
NPUroTOBMACA NOFNOTUTL CBOEIO CAMOro MOry4yero Bpara, HO BMECTO 3TOro 3amep OT y»Kaca, Mbo o3apuncs
cBeToM borKecTBa. XpMCTOC YHUUTOXKWUA TIEHME U PA3PYLLMA CMEPTb.

Yepes nepBoro yenoBeka, KOTopbl ocnywanca Cos3aatensa u otnan ot CTOYHMKA BEYHOW KU3HU, B MUP
BOLU/IO 3110, U rPex CTan LapcTBOBaTb cpeau noaen. Xpuctoc e — "nocneanuin Agam" (1 Kop. 15:45) —
nobeann cmepTb AYXOBHYIO, AYLIEBHYIO U TenecHyto. "Kak B Agame Bce ymupaloT, Tak BO XpucTe Bce
oXuBYyT", — cBMgeTenncTayeT anocton Masen (1 Kop. 15:22). Bce noTepAHHOe HaMu B nepBom Agame Mbl
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BHOBb nonyumnn Bo Xpwucte. [Macxa [locnogHA — 3TO NOWUCTMHE BeAWYanwuii pap boxuero
AomocTtpouTenbctea (npen. ®eogop Cryam).

Mpeopones oTyyKAeHMe yenoseka oT Teopua, CnacuTenb AapoBan HamM BO3MOMKHOCTb COEAMHUTLCA C
Hum. Mo cnosam npenogobHoro WoaHHa [lamackuHa, Kpectom XpuctoBbim Ham "apaposaHo
BOCKPECEHME... OTKPbITbl BpaTa pas, ecTeCTBO Halle BOCCENO oAecHyto bora, U Mbl cogenanncb Yagamu
Boxummm n HacnegHukamun" (TouHoe M3NOXKeHUEe NpaBoCcnaBHOM Bepbl. KH. 4). Bce mMbl Npu3BaHbl CTaTb
AOCTOMHbBIMW 3TOrO Aapa.

CblH BOXXMin, BOCNPUHAB Hally npupoay, ynogobuaca Ham Bo BceM, Kpome rpexa. CBoen 3eMHOM KU3HbIO
N KPecTHbIMU cTpagaHuAMn OH NOKasan npumep BeAuYalhero CMUpeHua u nocaywanua HebecHomy
OTuy, npumep 60pbbbI ¢ UCKYWEeHMAMU U cobnasHammn, a CBoMM BocKkpeceHnem paspyLLmM/l OKOBbI rpexa u
Aan Ham cuabl U cpeactsa nobexkaatb 310. MImMeHHO B Takon 6opbbe 4enoBek pacteT AYXOBHO M
CTAaHOBWUTCA HPABCTBEHHO CBOBOAHOM NNYHOCTDIO.

Mbl *KMBEM B TO BpeMs, KOraa cBoboaa HepeaKo TPAKTYeTcs KaK BCeA03BONEHHOCTb. MHOrMe UCKpPeHHe
nonaratoT, YTO /IUWb BAacTb M 6OraTcTBo, 340pOBbe W GU3MYECKaAs Ccuaa CMoCOBHbI MPUHECTH
0CBOOOXKAEHME, U, COPEBHYACH B CAYKEHUM KyMUPaAM BEKa Cero, 3a4acTyro NpPOUrpbIBatoT B [1aBHOM, B
AOCTUXKEHUN NOAJMHHOM Uuenun 6biTns. Bocctaswuii ot rpoba Cnacutenb, gapoBaB Ham cBoboay, OTKPbIA
3Ty LUeNb, KOTOopaa cOCTOUT B No3HaHUM UcTuHbI (cm. UH. 8:32) 1 B 3Kn3HM ¢ Borom.

YHUUTOXKMB TeNeCcHy0 CMepTb, XpUCTOC obelLan BEYHYHO M3Hb, HO He Kak HecKoHeYyHoe Mpoao/iKeHue
3eMHOr0 MyTH, a KaK NnpeobparkeHne BCEro Yesn0Be4YEeCKOro CyLecTBa, Korga camo Teno obpetaeTt HOBble
csoncTBa. B BockpeceHmn focnoaa TAMHCTBEHHO ABMEH Npoobpas U Hawero byayuiero BockpeceHus. B
rpagywem Llapcteun HebecHom, rae He ByaeTt HM cmepTn, HU BONE3HU, HU Pa3NyKK, HU [axKe BPEMEHMW,
"oTpeT Bor BcsKkyto cnesy ¢ odyen" (OTKp. 21:4), n pagoctb byaeT HeCKOHYaemon, a loboBb — BEYHOW.
Mobepa locnoaa Haf cMepTbio AAeT BCEM HaM HEMOKONebMMYyo Hagexay, YTo U Mbl Bcaen 3a Hum Bo
BTopoe cnaBHoe npuwecTtene Ero BOCKpecHem A HOBOM KU3HU — ¥KU3HM B HEMPECTaHHOM OOLEHUN C
borom.

Pasgenum e pagoctb o Bockpecwem Cnacutene Halem CO BCEMM, KTO HYXKAQETCs BO BHUMMAHWUMU U
3abote: c 60/1bHBIMUK, MOKWUABIMU, CTPANKAYLLMMU, YHbIBAOLWMMU, TOMALLUMAUCA B TEMHULAX, TULLEHHBIMU
cpeacTs M Kposa ntoabmu. U, ynogobusmnce ceuaetenam BockpeceHnA — cBATbIM anocTonam, C BEpPOK U
Aep3HoBeHMeM bygem Bo3BewaTb OAMMNKHUM U JanbHUM Garyto BeCcTb O TOM, YTO BOWUCTMHY BOCKpec
XpwucToc!
AMMHb.

PARISH NEWS: MARCH — MAY 2013
Our last newsletter was issued on 31 March 2013, the final Sunday of that month, and a great deal has
happened since then. With the weekend of 30-31 March included we have had 28 services, many of them
special services that we have the opportunity to experience only during Great Lent.

There have also been three baptisms, all of them infants. Two were on Saturday 6 April, the eve of the
Great Feast of the Annunciation. That morning Benjamin lo Campo, the son of Mario Lo Campo and Diana
Tommasello, was baptised. The Lo Campo family is from Sydney, and Father James presided at Mario and
Diana’s wedding in Croydon last year. Benjamin’s sponsors at baptism were his grandparents, Maria Lo
Campo and Beatrice Tommasello.

www.gosfordrussianchurch.org .au

5



In the afternoon, Alexander Kfoury was baptised. Alexander is the infant son of Andrew and Cindy-Anne
Kfoury, and the grandson of Nicolas and Sophia Kfoury. Alexander’s sponsors at baptism were his older
brother, Christopher, and Alyssa Lanning.

The third was on the afternoon of Thursday 25 April 2013, when Daniel Day, the infant son of Mark and
Elena Day, was baptised. Daniel’s sponsor at baptism was his maternal grandmother, Rimma Nagikh. May
God bless his newly-baptised servants Benjamin, Alexander and Daniel, grant them and their parents and
godparents many years!

Other notable events in parish life over the past month or so were the fish BBQ prepared by our Ladies’
Auxiliary after Divine Liturgy on Sunday 7 April, the Great Feast of the Annunciation; a well-attended
General Service of Anointing on the evening of Sunday 21 April; services on the first four evenings of Holy
Week with the singing of the beautiful troparia «Ce »eHux» and «Erga cnaBHuu ydeHuubl» and the
exapostilarion «4epTtor Teoi»; and — of course — the Paschal services.

As has become customary, a number of people gathered at church at 11.00am on the morning of Pascha
itself. Great Vespers and the Ninth Hour were sung, Paschal baskets were blessed, and many remained at
church to share a cup of tea and festive food. This service is particularly popular with families with young
children who find it hard to be present at the midnight service. It also ensures that the church is open on
the morning of Pascha, and that Paschal Vespers, a light and joyful service usually served in the evening, is
not unknown in our parish.

During Great Lent Father James joined the clergy at the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Strathfield for
the General Service of Anointing. A number of our parishioners also attended this service. Father James
visited Strathfield again on Bright Monday, the second day of Pascha, joining the Cathedral community in
celebrating the name-day of the senior priest there, Archpriest George Lapardin.

PARISH LIFE: PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Parish Council has met on two occasions since the last newsletter, Tuesday 9 April and Wednesday 15 May
2013. At the April meeting the Parish Council discussed the provision of information to the new
Australian Charities and Not for Profit Commission (ACNC), established by the Australian Government in
2012 to better regulate the charitable and not-for-profit sector. Registration of the parish with the ACNC
was automatic as the parish has an Australian Business Number. As a very small organisation, the parish is
obliged at this stage to provide the ACNC only with details of its directors — that is, the members of the
Parish Council. In addition to hearing the usual reports on parish life and finances, the Parish Council also
discussed guidelines for cash-handling at the candle-desk, the instruction and supervision of altar-servers,
and a range of maintenance tasks.

At the May meeting the Parish Council considered detailed reports on the financial position of the parish
Ladies’ Auxiliary and the now-finalised 2013 Parish Risk Assessment and Treatment Plan. As sufficient
funds were available to the Ladies’ Auxiliary, a decision was made to order a further set of vestments for
altar-servers, with white the preferred colour. Other matters discussed included the usual end-of-
financial-year audit, preparations for the feast of Saint Panteleimon on 9 August and our Annual General
Meeting in September, and various issues relating to formal parish membership. The Parish Council is due
to meet next on Tuesday 18 June 2013.

PARISH LIFE: A READER TO BE TONSURED
Regular worshippers will know that for the past twelve months — following Reader Christopher Dowling’s
return to Canberra — Paul Douriaguine has taken responsibility for reading the Apostol at Divine Liturgy. In
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view of his commitment to this role, arrangements have been made with Metropolitan Hilarion for Paul’s
formal tonsure as a reader (4tew). Although Vladyka will be in Australia during July this year his time will
be limited, and it will not be possible for him to visit our parish. Vladyka has therefore proposed that
Paul’s tonsure take place at Croydon on the day of commemoration of All Saints of Russia, falling this year
on Sunday 14 July 2013. As this is a Sunday on which we will not have a service at Gosford, our
parishioners and friends are encouraged to visit the Croydon parish to pray and wish Paul well as he takes
this important step. This day is the patronal feast of the Croydon parish, and also an opportunity to join
and encourage our many friends there. Please mark this day in your diaries!

CHURCH LIFE: FEASTS OF SAINT NICHOLAS
On Wednesday 22 May 2013 it will be the day of commemoration of the Translation of the Relics of Saint
Nicholas from Myra in Lycia to Bari in Italy. This is the patronal feast-day of two parishes in New South
Wales: the parish of Saint Nicholas in Fairfield, and our neighbouring parish of Saint Nicholas in Wallsend,
Newcastle.

At Fairfield All-night Vigil will begin at 6.00pm on Tuesday 21 May and Divine Liturgy will begin at 9.00am
on Wednesday 22 May 2013. Father James is planning to be present at these services, the Fairfield parish
being the place where he served as a deacon and was ordained to the priesthood. Parishioners and
friends from Gosford and Hornsby who are able to do so are encouraged to join Archpriest Nikita
Chemodakov, the Dean of New South Wales, and his parishioners on this day. The church is at 13-15
Barbara Street, Fairfield.

Because of the small size of the Wallsend parish, and with Metropolitan Hilarion’s blessing, there will be
no services in Wallsend on 21-22 May. Instead, All-night Vigil will be served at 6.00pm on Saturday 25
May, and Divine Liturgy at 9.00am on Sunday 26 May 2013. After Divine Liturgy on Sunday there will be a
moleben to Saint Nicholas with a procession around the church, followed by a festive lunch to which all
are invited. Parishioners and friends from Gosford and Hornsby are also encouraged to travel to Wallsend,
the most isolated of our New South Wales parishes. Wallsend is only 88 kilometres and one hour’s drive
from West Gosford, or 114 kilometres and one hour and ten minutes from Berowral!

PARISH LIFE: 2013 PARISH MEMBERSHIP

All parish members are once again reminded to renew their membership for 2013. Membership is granted
from January to December each year. Copies of the membership form are available from the candle desk
at church. New members are also welcome! All members — whether continuing or new — are reminded
that members must, as a minimum, confess and receive Holy Communion once each year. Those
confessing and receiving Holy Communion other than in our parish — during a visit to one of our
monasteries, or on a pilgrimage abroad, for example — should ensure that Father James is aware of these
arrangements. This is because without participation in the sacramental life of the church — the true life
that we have in Christ — formal membership is invalid.

PARISH LIFE: COLLECTIONS DURING GREAT LENT

Parishioners and friends will be aware that we took up two mandatory collections during Great Lent.
These were the Diocesan collection for the Holy Trinity Seminary on Sunday 31 March, and the Diocesan
collection for the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in Jerusalem on Lazarus Saturday, 27 April 2013. In
addition to a plate collection on Lazarus Saturday, we also dedicated our customary Lenten “money box”
collection to the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission. Our collection for Jordanville raised $337.00, and our
collection for the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission has raised — with four money boxes still to be returned and
counted — $1005.50.
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PARISH LIFE: WINTER 2013 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

It is expected that the Winter 2013 Schedule of Services will be available in church as of the weekend of
18-19 May 2013, and on the parish website and Facebook page soon afterwards. For those receiving this
newsletter by post, a copy will be included. Covering the months of June, July and August, the schedule
will include services for the Great Feast of the Ascension of the Lord («Bo3HeceHue») on Wednesday-
Thursday 12-13 June; the celebration of our parish feast-day of Saint Panteleimon on Friday-Saturday 9-10
August; and services for the Great Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God («Ycnenue») on Tuesday-
Wednesday 27-28 August. This year, services for the Transfiguration of the Lord («MpeobpakenHe») on
18-19 August will be in Wallsend.

PARISH LIFE: RISK MANAGEMENT AND CHILD SAFETY
For the past twelve months or so, the Parish Council has been working on a risk assessment and treatment
plan. Initially requested by the Diocesan authorities, this plan received a new impetus when the
September 2012 Annual General Meeting of our parish passed a “Safety, Security and Stability” policy,
recognising that these three things — safety, security and stability — were beneficial in parish life. Work on
the plan continued in the first half of 2013, with the finished plan tabled at the May 2013 Parish Council
meeting and forwarded to the Diocesan Office on 16 May 2013.

The plan requires the Parish Council to attend as a matter of priority to those risks in parish life deemed
unacceptable. These risks — which thankfully, are few — have to do with the safety of children at play, clear
procedures in the event of an emergency, the reduction of fire hazards, and participation in parish life. As
the plan has been developed, a great deal has been done along the way to reduce risks to our safety,
security and stability. Anyone wishing to have a copy of the plan, or with questions or suggestions, should
see Father James or Rick Golovin.

An important aspect of risk management is compliance with the legal requirements for child safety that
apply in New South Wales. Father James and the parish Child Safety Contact Persons, Paul Douriaguine
and Kate Waters, expect to be speaking to parishioners — including our children and young people — more
about this soon.

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL ARE ASKED FOR:

The sick: Nun Euphrosyne; Leonid; and our parishioners Ludmila, Vladimir, Michael, Tatiana, and
Tatiana.

Expectant mothers: Natalia, Aksana

Newly-baptised: Infant Daniel

Studying and working abroad: Michael; Deacon Martin, Tatiana, Xenia, Alexander and Sebastian.
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